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Glossary

Aneurysm: A weak or bulging area in the wall of a blood vessel
in the brain. If it grows or ruptures, it can lead to bleeding in or
around the brain, which is a medical emergency. Aneurysms can

be present from birth or develop later in life.

Botulinum Toxin type A: Most commonly called Botox. Botox is
a therapeutic muscle-relaxing medicine. It is often used to

reduce stiffness of muscles and to help with muscle spasms.

Cerebral Palsy (CP): Difficulty with physical movements that
result from an abnormality or injury to the brain at birth.
Medical professionals may describe a perinatal stroke survivor

using the term "Cerebral Palsy". Stroke can be a cause of CP.

Cerebral Sinovenous Thrombosis (CSVT): A clot in a vein blocks

drainage of blood from the brain. This can cause a stroke.

Childhood Stroke: A category of stroke that includes ages
28 days old to 18 years old.

Computed Tomography Scan (CT scan): This is a specialized
procedure that takes multiple X-rays at various angles and then

integrates all of them into pictures of high resolution.
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Glossary

Constraint-Induced Movement Therapy (CIMT): This therapy is
an innovative, scientifically supported method of upper
extremity rehabilitation for children with neuromotor
impairments. CIMT involves constraint of the non-affected upper

extremity in combination with intensive therapy.

Craniectomy: A surgery done to remove a part of the skull in
order to relieve pressure in that area when there is swelling in

the brain.

Digital Subtraction Cerebral Angiography: A procedure that
uses a special dye (contrast material) and X-rays to see how

blood flows through the brain.

Hemiparesis: A slight weakness — such as mild loss of strength

— in a leg, arm, or face.

Hemiplegia: A severe or complete loss of strength or paralysis

on one side of the body.

Hemorrhagic Stroke: Caused by a weakened vessel that
ruptures and bleeds into the surrounding brain. The blood

accumulates and compresses the surrounding brain tissue.
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Glossary

Hydrocephalus: An abnormal buildup of fluid in the ventricles
(cavities) deep within the brain. This excess fluid causes the

ventricles to widen, putting pressure on the brain's tissues.

Hypertonia: A condition in which there is too much muscle tone

so that arms or legs, for example, are stiff and difficult to move.

Hypotonia: A medical term used to describe decreased muscle
tone. Infants with hypotonia have a floppy quality or "rag doll”

appearance.

Intracranial Hemorrhage: Sometimes called "brain bleed"—
bleeding between the brain tissue and skull or within the
brain tissue itself. It can cause brain damage and be life-

threatening.

Magnetic Resonance Arteriography (MRA): A non-invasive test

that is used to visualize arteries and their blood flow.

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI): A process that creates
high-quality pictures of the inside of the body. An MRI uses a

large magnet to create these pictures.

Magnetic Resonance Venography: Non-invasive test that is

used to visualize veins and their blood flow.
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Glossary

Moyamoya Disease: A rare neurological disorder involving the
progressive narrowing of two of the major arteries (internal
carotid arteries) supplying blood to the brain. The cause of is
unknown, although rare familial cases have suggested a genetic

influence.

Pediatric Arteriovenous Malformation (AVM): AVMs are
abnormal tangles of arteries and veins. These abnormalities are
typically congenital and are present at birth. They usually are not
detected unless they cause seizures, weakness, or have ruptured

and bled in the brain.

Plasticity: Also known as neuroplasticity, refers to the brain's

ability to reorganize connections and pathways.

Spasticity: A condition in which muscles stiffen or tighten,
preventing normal fluid movement. The muscles remain
contracted and resist being stretched, thus affecting movement,
speech, and gait.

Transient Ischemic Attack (TIA): A temporary period of

symptoms similar to those of a stroke. A TIA usually lasts only a

few minutes and doesn't cause permanent damage. It can serve as

both a warning of a future stroke and an opportunity to prevent it.
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